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The Pittsburgh Pirates have a long and glorious tradition 

spanning more than 100 years of baseball and the Pirates have 

been blessed with some of the best players in the game’s history 

wearing their uniforms and sporting a “P” on their cap. 

 

Pirate greats go back to before the turn of the 20th century and 

top players continue to dress out in Pittsburgh gold and black 

today. Any list of the best is subjective and choosing the 50 best 

players in Pirates history—in order—is neither easy nor free from 

that subjectivity, but this volume will make the case for the best 

of the best.  

 

No doubt some fans will debate the wisdom of certain selections 

or the ranking. Disagreement and controversy are ensured 

because no fans view the game exactly the same way. Who was 

better, Honus Wagner or Roberto Clemente? Who rates higher, 

Bob Friend or Vernon Law? Who do you favor, Pie Traynor or 

Ralph Kiner? Surely the selections are great fodder for sports talk 

show discussion. 

 

Marketing: 

 Sports radio tour in PA, WV, Central IN, Eastern OH, and 

Western Upstate NY and Tampa FL. 

 Print periodical review mailings in Pennsylvania and in 

Pirate’s minor league cities, including Indianapolis IN, 

Bradenton FL, Charleston WV, and Jamestown NY. 

 

Lew Freedman Is currently Wyoming Star-Tribune sports editor 

and was most recently an award-winning journalist and the 

sports editor at the Republic newspaper in Columbus, Indiana. 

He has previously worked for the Anchorage Daily News, the 

Chicago Tribune, and the Philadelphia Inquirer.  He is the author 

of more than 50 books, such as the recent Boom, Baby!: My 

Basketball Life in Indiana 9781600788598 co-written with Bob 

Leonard, and these baseball titles: The Way We Were Baseball 

9780785824411, Then Ozzie Said to Harold 9781600780639, 

and Cubs Essential 9781572438163 and Pittsburgh Steelers: The 

Complete Illustrated History 9780760336458. 
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